100    DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

There seems little doubt as to her Intellectual
distinction. 'Aeschines, in his dialogue entitled
"Aspasia," writes Gomperz, the historian of Greek
Philosophy (Greek Thinkers, vol. iii.3 pp. 124 and
343), 'puts in the mouth of that distinguished
woman an incisive criticism of the mode of life
traditional for her sex.5 " l

In another place Mr Havelock Ellis makes an
interesting reference to religious prostitution :

" The custom which Herodotus noted in Lydia
of young girls prostituting themselves in order to
acquire a marriage portion which they may dispose
of as they think fit (Bk. I., Ch. 98) may very
well have developed (as Frazer also believes) out
of religious prostitution; we can indeed trace its
evolution to Cyprus where eventually, at the period
when Justinian visited the island, the money given
by strangers to the women was no longer placed on
the altar but put into a chest to form marriage
portions for them. It is a custom to be found in
Japan and various other parts of the world, notably
among the Ouled-Nail of Algeria,2 and it is not
necessarily always based on religious prostitution;
but it obviously cannot exist except among peoples
who see nothing very derogatory in free sexual inter-
course for the purpose of obtaining money, so that the
custom of Mylitta furnished a natural basis for it." a

1 Havelock Ellis, op. cit., p. 308.

2 The girls of this tribe, who are remarkably pretty, after spending
two or three years in thus amassing a little dowry, return home to
marry, and are said to make model wives and mothers.   They are
described by Bertherand in Parent-DucMtelet, La Prostitution &
Pans, vol. ii., p. 539,

a In Abyssinia (according to  Fiaschi, British   Medical Journal,
13th March 1897), where prostitution has always been held in high